[Surgery of the renal artery: the role of the vascular surgeon in current therapy].
After the establishment of the different operation procedures, in the 1970s and 1980s, PTA and stenting were favoured in the follow-ing decade. Current operative, interventional and endovascular procedures are described and the results of several multicentre studies are discussed. Vascular surgery was required only for treatment of complications and for the combination of treatment of the renal artery together with aortoiliac reconstruction. Numerous studies lead one to believe that medical treatment alone was justified in renal artery stenoses. Nevertheless, all these studies can be criticised, therefore, treatment of the renal artery is still required. Evidence-based data should be generated for optimal treatment of renal artery stenoses.